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Martin files *©?®r looks" a Satire Faaetst 
By Jasfcaoa Paine 

fia Oeteber 14, ISM John C. Metealfe* files consult tee investigator, left CMeage 
ft* a trip t® 0battaa®®ga, Ten*.* and Haw tMvk City. 

less tfeaa a month earlier Met eel fe, Mo Mil be .pewRfeeped as tbs Chicago Times 
*®pew#er Mo joined Me Bead sad exposed it In bis f«t#f t h*® witti & person Is 

himself described as a Kasi agent* Tike gowaasaant paid Ms Wheel. 

Metsalfe arrived la @ba**at»eega ea Ms ISM. and Mooied la at a Hotel* Cm tbs 
16th., aoeie^eaied by Charles M, fain* a oenrt alpent** Mat® *BUi is la the 
Ssmiliea Rational MM Building* the Dias esnMttae inwMtig&ter fatstlewst George V, 
Christiana* a fenny-aoney nativs Hast* ®*e typed qtteatlon-aad--*iaairer iaterwlew was 
SI pages long. 

Tea days later Meteelfe was la H«w Yegfcu la the i rees&ee ef a atenogrephar 
obtained fries Me M labile stenograph!® l$fi Broadway* He ®u»att®aed a long 

list of miscellaneous imsrioaas Me wottld He ffitlers, 

Cf partieular interest are tee of Me grewpa be i&weatigated. » Me Americas 
Hatieaal Socialists and Protestant War totems sad their fuehrer, Edward Jamas Smythe. 

fintifaily Metoalffe reported Ms isrostigsMesg d Chairman files. With Ms reports 
the slaath eaelesed m original sad two oarhens of the 

la Washington these important statsaeats fisrapi m empty pigeonhole, Mere they 
are still collecting dast. I don't Mow the traits ef the meal with the Heal agmt, 
bat I do knew Mat no person of Mis description was ©war baled before tbs committee 
ia its fMXIo hoar tags, 

Wfcat sfeewt Ctdrtstlaasl Wbil* k© sapperted the eewiMttee* which newer did anything 
aboat Mm, though they bad a mass of damning ewideaee besides wbat Mstealfe got. Tbs 
« w «y « Jaa « * ® f tw « y® ar **f ia S to undermine tbs 




HMt-otoot H* «o*e«&I#4 PrUsaal So# tails t gssig? 'fimy mm tto fmnmmmm of 
ttw 9*MaM** *«Mt« M Him ham copooft tmaMatoly* tfcto *m»*Qt «£#** kav* feaoi 
•PM#! mm., mm «a4 IMM ttor tow Sims® toapi wpa, s»* 

**** about Softp* Ttot’s m m rm I t&m»* Aiogssso, oho* topped. 

Itt 1 ®S® Moo flsaUr oft around to oaUiaf s«rtto 1 mCm« tto «on* 

• stitoo* Bartto *»* «arj>rl6<a4 sot «Of*gr» Mr tk# soar mtim tmmlmlm tot 
mm mm m* mm * ** m&t mp w m Mm msttpo* «■ my m mm «m* 

*•** ** 8 * *•**»•»* mm ®f m mm. mm to »»ia*ts. mm mm mm u mii~ 

Xmm **. 8t«a» «to*« files «l mm totalled racorde of m mwmm of «toP •MMNi panto 
• of MMl-poppo** « IMJ tM po fttf&M* mil to tto MM Stotto PMi fmA W*tim 
*£*** m®kte& mttem Mr «* prepgsads A# wootwi and Vnfomaiag His mot 
■ *mm mmrnum Ctk« ps®t##ta»t f«» mummt u m nm% to iw^Anorie* 

tnwt so oiiioaso wttti Croat Britain «p F*o&@# m& jeialag t» « w apinst ymx Owt^ 
C«to)* v *^ijpi0«Mi mu mwt tt&t e*mmy ««ai&**** Smyth* mmmm #4 iona is «pp*» 
h*§im tto Mm «ntit oo Aegast first* 

ISi^m ssutt iovo ***11 «6 ftto® tw x»»4 ttat* SayiMt 416 nst appeur tofwo tto Dim 
mrnmm m topwt flrot, 

Pt'JnpMt S®» ta tto oldtlo of tto aftoKraooR* Bias saSJfeMt. opt »«fu» f» sp 

******* '*•*** Pm mo as awtf* Mm, *to®T»®k too qmmmm «f itoa nttlv, 
omattto* somssl* Bias mmuttiu* «»« Soytto *«« *toly mkpmPU* 

St*» » ft«*y a»*4®a» sottuur not to amply ottft tto autspejm Of o BoB^reoftlsaoi oew* 
n **' C€wa»ai#t» oto 414 appar Hefora Ho sosaltrt6« twi Hio ?*fasft6 p «a««or 
«^oia fmKtioas mm *wm&rily M 16 to omtmqpt Hf fp ^moittao swt %tm *mm mb ««o 
ooiwmtiF omit lag trial la tko fofmol Oowrt is ipfeiarPif 0toA(p$ ottfe ooatmp of 
888 ®«®*^abo« Sat *■?**» oPo 414 Mt ®ma mpmt, ttno s^oarir o»a wmmn.m*m9 i» 
ftoat«»p -* a *te tH* am oajr? 

»ma * om»o»r mo*i*«*i®a. of pn r«o«N^t»op6 to 6«?4 of mloao t^Mrn 

few ko imr traated. * ^ ' 

mm mmuy rnmmm_ to M nMtslaot Hptftpo Him- Moo SaooH &hm, torn** 

Whitley had the files beside him. They show^, 
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M* concern for the good news of substantial- pe 9 pi«, s *yia«, nt 

bo won to. consider oil these natter* in cxeeatiw session /&*% i», i* ewplote 
privacgr? before we aske the® public." 

Wteltloy mSm « Seat effort, saying, "Hr. Cteiraaa, I say sa$? oil the** orgeat**- 
tiw« that I teve mentioned here come ia the categoary of thoue actively participating," 
Biee replied, "I know, feat that brmga up the question whether it is right to Useless 
the coma of thew jteple and let theca other people ^aning the * inaoceuts^gei by... 
W# can mm tM» eorrespoMeneo public at * utv date.* 

Needless to say, Mr, Dies Aid one of his aupcr-sapsr jobs. He has continued to 
protect the*foseiete. n* "later date* has savor com, 

For complete dishonesty this lac idea t has so equal in the low* record of dishonesty 
that ia Was* sad the Mtefttteo'g. It ia accessary only to compare it with the 
of Page* of hearsay, goe alp and slander aimed againot liberal and l*hor people with 
WhlCh tb ® ?*■*« record abounds. for hundreds of page, cutl-lebor, faaeiati 

witnoaaee ramble Oft, uninterrupted for proof a&d urged on to bigger ml hotter w«»t u* 
Or compare it with the riotous attack on » weans** employees, the incident celled -«erdi 
by Free idea t Boo so we it, when the easmiftee attempted to purge over a thousand federal 
workers allogei to have **teag«d to the %erieaa League for Peace m& Deaooraey. 

Ur, Mason opened the 'fearing on October as, lass, % y saying* 

***« Qhstraan, I sake a notion that the Chair carry o*t the inotaae* 
t ions given him ia executive oesaioa yesterday, aad that this statesent and 
Hat bo nedo a part of the record; so that it ia a privileged natter ," jjff 

lad this mt been done the papers: eeuldaH tew carried this list for fOor of libel 

wits, o*o* •prtvilegsd* 1 ' they ware immune and there eneued one of the largest - 

witch-tents of the 20th century. lathing Ms tent dose no re to undermine the onfldeaoe 
of the tear loan people is the servants of their democracy. 

But to get back to Snytho, Although unmolested by the sennit tee, his Was! activity, 
in spite of the eesaltteo, will soon end. 

Fortunately the criminal division of the Department of Justice tee decided to so 
something about the StUmfttes tee shout lOr the blood of Jews m& Catholics. Within a 
short while they will catch up with ^aythe, steatbey a re now investigating. 




***** KMlr, **hm **m mmmmxsp in go-feting mtlmm t or Ms 

aliaas* I*r a Is&g «W1« be r«j* * horrible Mtan u *fe* sa-pre^aod s**i 
"Publicity," foaaa by tfc* &>v*mwmt t© b© sodiM©*,* h® t©©* saough tia© ««t of 
bis Jew- baiting and Catholic-baiting to propose bis *o#Ma*f *b« b® booap a fiwtee*, 
I«l«d®d wto Uadfeargk, Bofftam, Shoe!.*, StpeU, nnd their kind. 

f®4*y feo aspires t© tbs space ia the getter vacated by "Soeial 
is patPiag ©at & fag he sells ’‘©ur Ooamon Cans#,* 

ftot Me is imw* 8 is shows ia tbs vosafs^Uc «©<maeats. 
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- 0n| r 0ctober~r^“19^-ir^ Dies eomffiil;' tee ; invest igator^ 

left Chicago for a trip to Chattancj^a, Tenn. , and Hew York City. 

Less than a month earlier Metcalfe, who will be remembered as the 
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Chicago^ reporter who joined the B^d and exposed it in his paper, had dined with 
a person he himself described as a Nazi agent. The government paid the check. 

Metcalfe arrived in Chattanciga on the 15th. and checked in at a hotel. 
On the 16th., accompanied by Charles M. Fain, a court reporter whose office is in the 



Hamilton National Bank Building, the Dies committee investigator questioned George 
W. Christians, a funny-money native Nazi. The typed cues tion-and-answer interview 
was 21 pages long. 

an Ten days later Metcalfe was in New York. In the presence of a 
stenographer obtained from the AA. Publie Stenographic Bureau, 170 Broadway, he 
questioned a long list of miscellaneous Americans who would be Hitlers. 



Of particular interest are two of the groups he investigated., the 
/American National Socialists/ and Protestant War Veterans and their fuehrer, 

Edward James Smythe. 

Dutifully Metcalfe reported his investigations t6 Chairman Dies. 

With his reports the sleuth enclosed an original and two carbons of the examinations. 

In Washington. these important statements found an empty pigeon hole, where 
they are still collecting dust. I don’t know the fruits of the meal with the Nazi 
agent, but I do know that no person 6f this description was ever haled before the 
committee in its public hearings. ” N 

What about Christians? Well, he supported the committee, which 
never did anything about him, though they had a mass of damning evidence besides 
what Metcalfe got. The courts finally put Christians away on June 4th. of this 
year for trying to. undermine the morale of our soldiers. 

What about the so-called National Socialist gang? They were the 

e 

forrunners of the Christian Front. Had they been exposed immediately this country 




2 ‘-iSmythe and Dies 



might have been spared the shame and bloodshed they have since heaped upon us. 

What about Smythe? That’s an even bigger disgrace. Here’s what 

happened. 

In the summer of 1939 Dies finally got around to calling Smythe 

before the committee. Smythe was surprised and angry, for the many native 

fascists Steffi- they were not going to be bothered by the Dies committee. 

On July 28, Smythe wrote Herr H.R.Hof flnan, Edits?® of the Hews J ram Germany . 

' _ „ detailed records ri— 

in Bavaria* Herr Hof flnan is well know to Dies, whose files show/an aveaage 

of about ftgztBKBX 80,000 pounds of Nazi propaganda a year that Herr Hoffman 
sent to the United States before Pearl Harbor. 

After thanking Hofflnan for the propaganda he had received and 
informing him that ’’this organization ( the Protestant War Veterans) is ksd 
leading the fight to keep America from an alliance with Great Britain or 
Frande and joining in a war against your Country ( sic) .. .Americans will never 
fight Germany again..." Smythe announced he was to appear before the Dias 
dommittee August first. 

Hoffinan must have smiled when he read that.^ Smythe did not appear 
before the Dies comnittee on August first* 

(fn August 29, in the middle of the afternoon. Dies eall&d out 
Smythe ’s name in the hearing room. There was no answer. Then, through the 
questioning of Rhea Whitley, fciz committee counsel. Dies established that 
Smythe was "duly spb ^g paed." 

Its a very serious matter not to comply with the su^^a^of a 
Congressional committee. Five Qommunists who did appear before the committee 
but who refused to answer certain questions were summarily held in contempt 
by the Oommitte and the House and are currently awaiting trial in the 
Federal Court in Washington, charged with contempt |of the committee. But 
Smythe, who didn’t even appear, thus clearly and unquestionably in contempt - 
was he treated the same way? 




Even a cursory examination of the record — pages 4268 to 4274 of 
volume 6 — shows thexgrext how he was treated. 

Rhea Whitley testified he had obtained Smythe’ s files from Donald 
Shea, former secretary of the organisation. Ihitley had the files beside him. 
They showed, Ihitley continued, that Smythe had a half-dozen similar organi- 
zations, all fraudently called "Protestant"* Smythe claimed up to 7,000,000 
members and followers. Correspondence lists read like a bluebook of American 
fascists. Included were quite a few pure-blooded Nazi agents, some of who 
have since fHHHdx been jailed. 

On page 4271 Dies interrupted Ihitley, who was describing the 
wealth of material he had, showing financing and interlocking relationships, 
and said, "As a matter of fact, he duped a number of people into lending 
him aid, did he not?" A few seconds later Dies again interrupted. 

" M any people, some of whom are very prominent people, were drawn 
into this thing, or were duped into it..." And Noah Mason, the fumbling old 
darling of the Chicago Tribune - the committee member who describes himself 
as an "old stogie” - volunteered the statement, "It was a pure racket, then." 
Dies came back to the defense of the unnamed "substantial people" who were 
"drawn into this business." 



Ihitley then shows that Smythe was at once violently anti-Semitic 
and anti -Catholic, that seme of his associates had been pestering the committee 
to investigate the u atholic Sfeurch, that, as he ssi± put it, "They^were 
racketeering on hate." Dies again interrupted, this time for a bit of red- 
baiting, to prove what Ihitley was saying ., , , 

Then Jerry Voorhis, who makes the false nretense of being a liberal, 

4 

wanted to know the details of this amazing and voluminous correspondence in 
which all of America’s more important Nazis were involved. IShitley replied with 



frj&sr - statement that proved Dies great solicitude for this "dupes" 
a desire to shield/them|^ 
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XX Mr « Voorh ia^ . .They are not simply people to whom he wrote, but 

people who wrote back to him and seemed to be interested in what he was doing? 

L v. 

Mr. Ihitley, That is right. He could write to anyone, and the response 
or the extent of the correspondence would indicate how closely they were 
affiliated. * 

Franticly Dies rushed to the defense of the fascists. He made a 
long speech, saying that while they had a mass of material, the people 
involved were innocent and their names should not be mentioned,” because there 
have been so many people who have been duped in this country by the Nazi and 
Fascist organizations that if we should mention them all it would make a 
fcremenduous record.” He concluded by again expressing his concern for the 
good names of this "prominent/^^substantial" people, saying, "it might be well 
to consider all these matters in executive session £that is, in complete 
privacy^ before we make them public." 

Whitley made a last effort, saying, "Mr. Chairman, I may say all 
these organizations that I have mentioned here come 'in the category of those 
actively participating." Dies replied, "I know, but that brings up the question 
whether it is right to disclose the names of those people an^et these other 
people j\meaning*the M innocents”^ get by... We can make this correspondence 
public at a later date." 

Needless to day, Mr. Dies did one of his ups super super jobs. 

He has continued to protect this fascists. The "Iter date" has never come. 

complete dishonesty this in c ident has no equal in the long 
record of dishonesty that is Dies^ and the Committee’s. It is necessary only 
to compare it with the thousands of pages of hearsay, gossip and slander aimed 
against liberal and labor people with which the (Committees printed reford 



abounds. For hundseds of pages antilabor, faseistie witness rambled on, 




uninterrupted for proof and urged on to bigger and better lies. Or compare it 
with the vinous attack on government employees, the incident called "sordid" 
by President Roosevelt, '4-Ttbe remittee attempted to purge over a thousand 
federal Porkers alleged to have belonged to the American leage for Peace add 
Democracy. 

Mr. Mason opened the hearing on October 25, 1939, by saying: 

"Mr. Chairman, X make a mtians motion that the Chair carry out the 
instructions given him in executive session yesterday, and that this statement 
imd list be made a part of the record; so that it is a privhev.d -tter . 

Had this not been done the papers couldn't have carried this list' 
for fear of libel suits. Once "privileged" they sere immune and there ensued 
one of the largest <«fcwitch-hunts of the 20th century. Nothing has done more 
to undermine the confidence of the American people in the servants of their 
democracy. 

But to get backjtto Smythe. Although unmolested by the committee, his 
Nazi activity, in spite of the committee, .will soon end. 

Fortunately the criminal division of the Department of Justice has 
decided to do something about the Hitlerites who shout for the blood of Je*s 
and Catholics. Jithin a short while they will catch up with Smythe, who 
they are now investigating. 

Unfortunately, he has been unusually successful in getting outlets 
for his slime. For a long while he ran a horrible column _in the_suppressed 

?T . . Via H olt** f i 

azi journal, ’Publicity", founa^o be sedi?i§&s » Ea took ±®n enough time 
out of his Jew-baiting and Catholic-baiting to propose his "cabinet when he 
became fuehrer. Included were Lindbergh, Clare Eofftnan, Wheeler, Reynolds 
and their kind. 

Today he aspires to the space in the gutter vacated by"Social Justice 
He is putting out a rag he calls "our Common Cause". jSJtS 

That his ’cause" is Hitlers is shown in the accompanying do^pmentso 




